
Soils through the curriculum
NSW Department of Primary Industries Schools Program 



NSW DPI Schools 
Program

• 2.6 staff- state
• Priorities:

• Teacher Professional Development
• Syllabus mapped ‘grab and go’ 

resources Yr K-12
• Students events
• Careers promotion



How do you teach soils 
in your school?

• Stage 1-3
• Stage 4 TM
• Stage 5 Ag
• Stage 6 Ag- mandatory
• Other e.g. STEM, Geography, Science?

• Stand-alone unit?
• Integrated with:

• Plants
• Systems ag
• Other?



Our resources

www.dpi.nsw.gov.au or

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/












Investigate Soils- Primary / lower secondary



Investigate Soils- Primary / lower secondary



Investigate Soils- Primary / lower secondary

https://www.nswdpi-schools-program.com/investigate-soils-documents


AgPatch- Growing literacy
Plant structure and Function 
(Industry insight poster and 

workbooks)
and

https://www.nswdpi-schools-program.com/agpatch-growing-literacy-1


AgPatch- Growing literacy
Plant structure and Function 
(Industry insight poster and 

workbooks)
and

https://www.nswdpi-schools-program.com/industry-insights-plant-structure-and-function


Tocal Virtual Farm – Farm Case Study (Stage 6)

Outcomes:
P1.1, P1.2, P2.3- Prelim 
• observe, collect and record information on the physical and biological resources of 

the farm, including soil, climate, vegetation, topography, water and infrastructure 
• measure and describe the features of soil including colour, texture, structure, pH, 

organic matter, parent material and water-holding capacity
• identify macro and micronutrients important for plant growth
H2.1- HSC
• describe chemical characteristics of a soil including soil pH, ion exchange capacity, 

soil carbon and nutrient status
• describe physical characteristics of a soil including soil structure, texture, porosity 

and bulk density
• perform a first-hand investigation to analyse and report on the physical and 

chemical characteristics of a soil

Methods:
• Field soil texture test (ribboning)
• Soil pH 
• Soil salinity (EC testing)
• Soil sodicity (field test- slaking and dispersion)

https://www.nswdpi-schools-program.com/tvf-secondary


Careers in Primary Industries- Soils scientists



NSW DPI Soils

https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agricu
lture/soils

Get ‘all the dirt’ on current and 
emerging research, current

practices and content

https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/soils
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/soils


NSW DPI Soils
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NSW DPI Soils



Find them all at:

www.dpi.nsw.gov.au



Schools Program resources-
Primary, Secondary, Teacher PD, 

YouTube, Careers resources

www.dpi.nsw.gov.au



For any inquiries email us at: 
Schools.program@dpi.nsw.gov.au

or
Join our newsletter list for updates on:
• New resources
• Student events
• Teacher PD

mailto:Schools.program@dpi.nsw.gov.au


THANK YOU 
NSW Department of Primary Industries Schools Program

https://www.nswdpi-schools-program.com/
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